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Welcome to our school community and to our newsletter. 
Deciding on a Secondary School will probably be the last major 
decision you will make with your young sons and daughters, 
before they become adults.  We in Bishopstown Community 
School take your trust in us very seriously.  
Our school is first and foremost about Teaching and Learning.  
What makes us different to other schools is the culture and ethos 
within Bishopstown which allows this Teaching and Learning to 
occur.  
We pride ourselves in being truly Student Centred.  We have 
deliberately kept our student numbers under 300 which allows 
us the staff, the luxury of getting to know each and every one of 
our students. We set very high standards both for ourselves and 
our students. It is a proven fact that if parents and staff have high 
expectations of children, this has a very positive effect on their 
achievements. 
To enhance the teaching and learning, to help our students grow 
both intellectually and emotionally, every child is given the 
chance on a daily basis to take part in a rage of different 
 co-curricular and extra circular activities.  We can guarantee that 
every student, no matter what their ability will be encouraged 
and facilitated to fully participation in every aspect of school life. 
In Bishospstown Community School your daughter and son will 
not be lost in the ‘crowd’.  They will not be just another 1st year 
among a huge number.  Your daughter and son will be a seen.  
We see the person who has individual talents, strengths and 
capabilities, which we will cherish, nourish, encourage and above 
all respect. 
This newsletter gives you a chance to travel through our school 
and get a small glimpse of daily life in Bishopstown Community 
School. 
Enjoy the journey. 

Mary Scriven 
Principal 
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M AT H S
The Third year students participated in the National Pi (∏) 
quiz that took place in April. Thirty teams took part in the 
Pi quiz in the Cork area and students had only a limited 
amount of time to answer each question. It was necessary 
to be very strategic in order to beat the clock. Aleksandra 
Jedrzejczyk, Fiona Murphy, 
Maeve McGovern and Yuan 
Ting Low were well able for 
the challenge and did a fantas-
tic job on the night.
Big congratulations to Anna 
Mustata in 2nd year and Ei-
bhlín Kiely in 1st year. Anna 
participated in the European 
Girls Mathematical Olympiad 
in Turkey in April.  BCS are 
very proud of this outstanding 
achievement. Eibhlín Kiely 
was chosen for the All Ireland 
final in the Junior Maths com-
petition for First years and we 
wish her all the very best.
Our Second year students signed up to The Manga High 
website. Manga High is a games-based learning website 
where students learn Mathematics via purpose-built casual 
games that balance fun and learning. This took place 
throughout the year both at home and at school.  Manga 
High provides students with opportunity to improve their 
adaptivity, automaticity, discipline and self-learning.

Maths Week 
took place in 
Bishopstown 
Community 
School in Oc-
tober in con-
junction with 
international 
Maths Week.  
Second year 
students were 
our focus group 
and participated 
in many activi-
ties throughout 

the week including a table quiz and 
Maths Millionaire. 
As a result of the success of Maths 
Week, BCS were invited by UCC to 
form a Maths Circles Club. This was 

a unique opportunity for students 
with a keen interest in maths to look 
at problems through ‘Maths Eyes’. 
This continued throughout the year 
on a weekly basis. Students enjoyed 
the whole experience and are looking 
forward to re-engaging with this topic 
again next year.
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and Social Sciences category where 
a student cohort of 53 were asked to 
complete a ranking test on levels of 
enjoyment and perception of amount 
consumed of Natural Low Fat Prebi-
otic Yoghurt. It was found that lev-
els of enjoyment were statistically 
significantly higher from coloured 
plates and using plastic tablespoons 
as opposed to cardboard or stainless 
steel cutlery. Highlights of the event 
included getting to hear Colonel Chris 
Hadfield talk about his space explo-
ration, meeting Sharon Ni Bheolain 
from RTE, the Disco and getting ad-
vice from past winners from Kinsale 
Community School. 

S C I E N C E
B T  Y O U N G  S C I E N T I S T
Two students from Bishopstown Community School, Ja-
son Lenihan and Anna Mustata took part in the BT Young 
Scientist Competition in the RDS. It was held from the 8th 
to the 11th of January. The 2014 Exhibition was celebrat-
ing its 50th Year with even more projects and exhibitors, 
making the event even more exhilarating. The opening 
ceremony saw President of Ireland Michael D Higgins 

as the special guest.  The schedule for the week was 
very busy with Judging, Science and Technology Shows. 
Over 1,200 students participated with 550 projects.  The 
project from BCS was entitled ‘ The effect of different 
types of cutlery and serving dishes on perception of food’. 
This was a statistical survey belonging to the Behavioral 
1st Year Rocket Launch Celebration

BT Young Scientist Opening Ceremony

Ms McDonnell, Jason Linehan, Anna Mustata and Jerry Buttimer
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L I T E R AC Y

M A K E  A B O O K  E x H I B I T I O N
First and Second year students attended the Make a Book 
Exhibition held in the City Hall Cork. On display were the 
excellent works of many schools in Cork. In BCS, each 
student worked individually or in small groups to create 
a book. The First year students worked on the theme of 
Adventure and Exploration. They created a collection of 
40 short stories based on mystery, adventure, explorers 
and strange phenomena’s. Second Year students worked 
on a collection of both Fact and Fiction. They based their 
stories around a castle with tales of Camelot, vampire 
escapades and evil kings. 

D R O P E v E RY T H I N G  A N D 
R E A D  W E E K .
This February, BCS hosted the reading 
initiative – Drop Everything and Read.  
First year students were brought to book-
stores in the city where they chose a book 
which they would like to read during the 
week. A new addition this year was the 

Kindle.  The “Triggs” book proved to be 
a popular book amongst students. Across 
the week, students and staff members read 
for one class per day. D.E.A.R is a literacy 
strategy which has been very successful 
over the last few years in BCS in encour-
aging students to read for pleasure.

MAB Exhibition Photographs
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P H O T O  S T O RY 
C O M P E T I T I O N
In January the Junior Certificate 
Schools Programme (JCSP) ran a 

competition which looked at ‘Com-
munity’ as the theme. Second year 
students were involved in 
creating a two minute film to il-
lustrate the School Community. 
Students took numerous photos 
showing the many different 
communities in which they be-
long to. This highlighted proud 
Corkonians, other nationalities, 
sports fans, fashion fanatics 
and of course the One Direction 
devotees. They created a photo 
montage of their communi-

ties set to the Beastie Boys classic “Fight 
for your Right” as well as a short rhyme 
describing each student and their hobbies. 
Students were congratulated on their work 
by the JCSP organisers. 

R E A D I N G  C H A L L E N G E .
Second year students were challenged to read for six weeks 
consecutively in April. Each student was given a reading 
challenge pack and set a target number of books to read in 
that timeframe. Students could choose from any books in the 
library or from home. At the end of the challenge, students had 
to write a review of each book. Students were surprised to find 
that they thoroughly enjoyed the challenge and surpassed their 
set targets. Students who participated in the reading challenge.

Students assemble in the canteen for MAB prizegiving.

Story Telling by Ms Long during our Literacy Week
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T Y  E V E N T S

M I N I  C O M PA N Y

Transition Year students from BCS 
won 1st place for their product at 
the Junior Achievement Trade Fair 
in Douglas village Shopping Cen-
tre. This year’s project, ‘Choices’ 
focused on helping young people to 
make better choices to mind their 
mental health. The students with the 
help of their teachers have 
put together an activity pack 
that adults can use to work 
with young people. The pack 
contains scenario cards on 
which young people have 
provided situations that they 
may face during the course 
of their young lives, such as 
being bullied, drugs, alcohol, 
and relationships and so on. 
With the help of their teach-
ers they have also created a 
facilitators manual that will 

show any adult working with young peo-
ple how to involve the young person and 
fully use the scenario cards.  Recently, 
a worksheet called ‘The slide metaphor’ 
has been developed which will help 
students to work through the choices they 
make from the activity and see how these 
choices affect their mental health.

PANCAKE TUESDAY

Every year on Pancake Tuesday, Garda 
John Long, the Local Community Garda 

in Bishopstown, hosts a pancake morning 
in the SMA Hall in Wilton. All proceeds 

go to the Childrens Club in the Cork 
University Hospital and Mercy Hospital. 

Aimee Roche, Chantell Khan, Martin Ye-
sayan and Ayuko Morosana volenteered 

in the morning, taking money for the 
pancakes and selling raffle tickets. The remainder of the 

Transition Year students, with their teachers Ms.Twomey 
and Ms.Nolan attended to support in the afternoon. Over 
€2000 was fundraised on the day. The students involved 
were great representatives for the school and should be 

really proud of themselves and their good work. 

Chantelle Khan, Shonagh Barrett and Elysia Flynn.

Georg Hardtke, Gordon O’ Dowling,  Chantelle Khan, Johanne Degrnhardt, and,  Elysia 
O’Flynn all smiles after Choices win at the Junior Achievement Competition in Douglas
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B I S H O P S T O W N  C O M M U N I T Y 
S C H O O L A N D  C Y B E R S A F E  G O  N A -
T I O N A L AT  S A F E R  I N T E R N E T  D AY

On the 11th of February, the students of Bishops-
town Community School were invited by Webwise, 
the Department of Eduaction group responsible for 
safer internet use to attend their exhibition in Dublin. 
Cybersafe was chosen as one of only four schools 
in Ireland to showcase their work on cyber bullying 
and their wristband. The Minister for Education Ru-
airí Quinn attended the event and was very interested 
in the Cybersafe campaign. On the day many groups gave 
very positive feedback on the campaign including face-
book,  An Garda Siochana and Comhairle na NóG. 

T Y D U B L I N  T R I P 
Transition Year students set off on a two day trip to 
Dublin on May 7th and 8th. The students partook  
in the Young Social Innovators National Compe-
tition, a cultural walk through Dublin city, a night 
bowling and they managed to relax with some 
shopping also! A great two days were had by all.

T Y ’ S  S H O W  R A C I S M  T H E 
R E D  C A R D
Transition Year students took part 
in the anti-racism and anti -bullying 
initiative run by the organisation 
Show Racism the Red Card and 
F.A.I. This programme uses sports 
and educational packs as a means 
of highlighting the issues of racism, 
how it affects people and the need for 
change. This is an international event 
with organisations in Denmark, the 
UK, France and Germany also taking 
part. Elysia Flynn wrote a short story 

about bullying, Yuan Jun and Ayuka 
created a poster and the remainder of 
the group created a short video. The 
video is based on a video clip made 

by a group of profes-
sional sports people. 
Each student chose to 
speak in their native 
language the phrase 
“show racism the red 
card”.  They included 
people that were Irish, 
Catalan, Basque, Japa-
nese, German, Pakistan 
and from the Deaf 
Community. 

Elysia Flynn, Ruairí Quinn, Shonagh Barrett and Chantelle Khan.

RED CARD Poster created by Ayu-
ka Moroswa and Yuan Jun Low 
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It’s a Team effort for First Year Students!
First year students got their very first taste 
of team building army style on the 9th of 
September. Designed to form bonds and 
cement relationships between pupils, the 
course took place in Kilworth woods under 
the watchful eye of Army NCO Terry Healy. 
At various points through the exercises 
students were given talks on diet, physical 

fitness and general well being. While the tasks were sim-
ple in nature, they tested the student’s ability to cooperate, 
lead and motivate both themselves and others. Students 
all felt the toughest part of the day was when they donned 
black out goggles and were required to negotiate through 
chest deep water  and steep river banks, all while totally 
blind. Students quickly appreciated the need for clear com-
munication with one another and the importance of shout-
ing out for help when you needed 
it. After the exercise Sgt Healy 
explained to students that, com-
munication is vitally important in 
your personal life when dealing 
with bullying, stress, sadness or 
fear, “Don’t just ask for help, 
shout for it”. Every teacher from 
Bishopstown Community School 
was delighted to see the eagerness 
of all students to jump in the mud 
to assist their teams and in par-

B O OTC A M P

ticular how the most quiet of students 
became the strongest of leaders. Bish-
opstown Community School have run 
this Team Building day annually in 
conjunction with the School Comple-
tion Programme with great success. 

1st Year students share the work!

1st Years at Bootcamp in Kilworth
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L C  S T U D E N T  T E S T I M O N I A L
Reflections of a Leaving Certificate 
Student
My name is John Hattersley, I live in 
Togher and I have been a student in 
BCS over the last three years. I will 
sit my Leaving Certificate in June. 
Due to the variety of subjects  avail-
able I had an opportunity to explore 
many options. This has helped me in 
making my career decision, I know 
what I like and I plan to go to C.I.T to 
study Software Development.
College open days and talks from 
representatives of the many colleges 
have really opened up my mind to 
the variety of options available. I 
have also done a course in computer 
programming basics at U.C.C during 
T.Y. Everyone in my year is applying 
for a third level course which is in 
no doubt contributed to by the events 
and speakers we have attended and 
listened to whilst in B.C.S.
I transferred to this school in fourth 
year, the years I have spent in Bish-
opstown are different to some of my 
previous experiences and I am really 
pleased with my decision. 
My favourite memory is our TY trip 
to Barcelona, it was really enjoya-
ble and a great opportunity for me 
to make new friends. I also really 
enjoyed the computer course as it 
helped in making my career choice.
In ten years I hope to have finished 
my Masters Degree in Software 
Development and have a good job in 
one of the computer industry’s lead-
ing companies. I am quite motivated 
towards this goal with the encourage-
ment from teachers and our Guidance 
Counsellor. In Bishopstown I have 
been encouraged to learn with it still 
being enjoyable. 

Formula One Racetrack

Robotics Competition Entry

John Hattersley LC student 2014
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S P O R T S
B C S  AT H L E T I C S  T E A M
The BCS athletics team trained 
throughout the school year from 
September to May. They partook in 
the Munster Cross Country event in 
January and also the Munster Track 
and Field event in May with all 
students performing to a very high 
standard.  BCS also ran their inaugu-
ral interschool Cross Country event 
in November with three schools from 
all over Cork participating. 
A great day was had by 
all concerned and we are 
looking forward to making 
this an annual event.

J U N I O R  G I R L S  F O O T B A L L T E A M
Bishopstown Community School’s Junior Girls football 

team has had a tremendous first year. This has been down 
to the dedication and hard training put in by girls from 

First year right through to Fourth year. The Junior Ladies 
team received a great boost at the start of the term year 

when Colm Cooper, Kerry forward and football ace, came 
to visit the school.  Colm Cooper provided the students 

with a personal training and skills session.  
Bishopstown GAA club have kindly given 

the time of a full time trainer and mem-
ber of their Ladies Football club to train 

the BCS Junior Ladies once a week after 
school. This has improved both the fitness 

and skills of the fledging team. Since the 
inauguration of the BCS Junior Girls foot-

ball team in 2013, they’ve played in a 
series of games receiving a succession 

of wins at the start of 2014. Having 
entered and played in two locally 

organised blitzes by Mount Mercy 
and the Munster Council for Ladies 

GAA, they beat off stiff competition 
from rival schools Coláiste Choilm 
and Mount Mercy. As the first ever 

Ladies GAA team in the school, it is a 
promising start to what will hopefully 
become a strong tradition and feature 
of Bishopstown Community School.

Colm Cooper instructs BCS students
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P H Y S I C A L E D U C AT I O N  I N 
F O U RT H  Y E A R
Due to such an enthusiastic group of 
students in Fourth Year this school year, 
a lot was accomplished in PE. The stu-
dents started the year with a block of 
Rugby, this allowed everyone to get stuck 

in from the beginning of the year and 
become close as a group right from the 
start. Throughout the year the students 
also did modules in Badminton, Hockey 

and Health Related Activities. Before 
Christmas the students were lucky enough 
to be able to use the facilities of the gym 
and pool in Leisureworld Bishopstown. 
The school is fortuneate to be located so 
close to the gym the students and teachers 

S O C C E R  I N  B C S
This year BCS entered three teams in the FAI 
Munster Cup and the Cork Cup. Great games 
were played throughout the season and the U15’s 
were narrowly denied 
moving forward in the 
Cork Cup by Spraoid 
Naomh in a tight game 
in March. The game 
went to extra time after 
Jamie Kent scored to 

draw just before full time. The 
students filed out for extra 
time with heads held high and 
feeling of tiredness disregard-
ed. Unfortunately in the last 
three minutes of the game Spraoid Naomh scored and took 
the game, and passage to the next round.
The U19 took their success from across the river when 
they played Terence McSwiney School. The team came 
home triumphant after goals from David O’Shaughnessy, 
Stephen Cotter and Stephen Conlan for a  3-0 win for 
BCS. 
The season was rounded off in early May when they 
attended a soccer blitz with three U15 5-a side teams and 
two U19 teams.  Despite not winning the tournament, An-
thony Brothers received the U15 Player of the Tournament 
and Stephen Conlan for the U19 Player of the Tournament. 
The Sports Department are looking forward to next year’s 
season and will build on the success achieved this year. 

walked down there once a week for a two hour slot. This 
gave the students the opportunity to use a fully equipped 
gym and learn about the different machines and different 
muscles in the body! In January the students partook in 
four Judo lessons. They were given by a local Judo in-
structor Tony Crockett and this was definitely the highlight 
of all the students’ year. They learnt so much about self de-

fence and about being aware of their surroundings 
when out and about. It really was such a worth-
while module. Overall, the students had a great 
variety of different activities. Due to the students 
exemplary attitude, attendance and behaviour, the 
year was once again a great success. 
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S P O RT S  D AY 
The annual Sports Day was 
a resounding success this 
year. As the students filed out 
onto the pitches, tennis court 
and the PE hall, an air of 
anticipated fun could be felt. 
Students competed across the 
day in a variety of sports day 
activities, which included the 
muddy obstacle course, the 
100m and 50m sprints. These 
races demonstrated some 
amazing running abilities and 

some very tight races. The last race of the day 
brought forward one relay team from each year 
group and one from the teachers. The 5th year 
group were easily victorious that a re-race was 
called for! Unfortunately for everyone else the 
5th years again took the title. 
The last activity of the day was the Student v 
Teacher Basketball Match. To ensure fairness, 
two referees were drafted in.  Ms.Long from 
the teacher’s side and Ian McCarthy from the 
Students. This year the title was taken by the 
teachers, but the students promised they would 
be coming to get the teachers next year!

S P I K E B A L L T O U R N A M E N T
First year students were invited to try out a new sport in 
BCS this April. Over 13 students turned up regularly for 
training in the PE hall after school. Students learned the 
skills and rules of Spikeball. All in anticipation for a fun 
day blitz that would be run by volleyball Ireland in BCS 
with fellow Cork schools.  On the 6th of May BCS formed 
three school teams for the Blitz, one girl’s team and two 
boy’s teams. The hall was a hive of activity as the games 
got under way. The students worked together and cheered 
each other on.  Bishopstown Cobras our 1st year girl’s 
team remained undefeated by the end of the blitz. Other 
wins were secured by the boy’s teams. 
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F R E N C H
L E  F R A N ç A I S
The French Department in Bishops-
town Community School had a busy 
year this year. The year started by in-
viting French students from a school 
in Brittany to visit BCS in September 
to experience an Irish school day. It 
was a very enjoyable and memorable 
day for all involved.
The annual French table quiz was 
once again run in Bishopstown Com-
munity School. The French Teachers’ 
Association hosts this table quiz every 
year for senior cycle students. There 
was a great turnout from 
schools in Cork and it was a 
very successful evening.
The First Year French break-
fast was held in April this 
year. They watched the film 
‘Le Petit Nicolas’ while 
enjoying les croissants, les 
pains au chocolat et le choco-
lat chaud. 
Fourth year students organ-
ised a French café for First 
Year parents in aid of Mary-
mount Hospice. They organ-
ised the ordering of the food, 
the setting up of the café, as well as 
being waiters and waitresses on the 
morning. With the French music play-
ing in the background and the French 
colours displayed around the room, an 
authentic French experience was had 
by all.

First Year students enjoying the French Breakfast 

A sample of the food enjoyed at the French Breakjast
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N u m e r a c y
Bishopstown Community School is 
involved in increasing awareness of 
Numeracy in everyday life for Teach-
ers, students and parents. This was 
the first year Numeracy Week was 
held in BCS. The week focused on 
the cross curricular aspect of numer-
acy and was a whole school effort. 

On Monday 27th January all First 
Year students in BCS took part in a 
treasure hunt on the school premises. 
This involved students solving cryptic 
clues to locate a teacher who would 
then give them a clue to find the next 
teacher and also used Irish Sign Lan-

guage was used to give them a clue towards the final word 
which was to be solved by the end of the day. 

On Tuesday 28th January, Second Year students participat-
ed in a Mathletics event held in the PE Hall. Fortunately-
the weather was good so the court outside was used for the 
athletic activities (running, long jump and shot put), while 
inside the students partook in basketball  and core work 
such as push ups and sit ups. The students were split into 

nine teams and each team were given a work 
sheet to fill out. The students had to take part 
in each event. Finally each team had to work 
out their team’s time averages, the number of 
shots they scored per minute or their speed in 
the 60m sprint. The students all really en-
joyed themselves and had a chance to look at 
Numeracy in a different light. 

All 5th year students participated in a table 
quiz during Numeracy Week. It involved a lot 
of logical thinking and the competition was 
fierce. It consisted of seven rounds includ-

ing a music round and a dingbats round. However, it was 
the baby photo round that stole the show as students had 
to figure out which teacher each baby was. Overall, the 
students really engaged with this numeracy activity. Con-
gratulations to the winning team-Hubert Lysiak, Rebecca 
Baravelli and Shauna Lynch. Numeracy Week was a big 
success in Bishopstown Community School.

“Who wants to be a Millionaire” games during numeracy week
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C A R E E R S
It has been another exciting and rewarding year for the 
Guidance Counselling Department in BCS. BCS has de-
veloped strong links with both UCC and CIT as well as the 
Cork City Colleges of Further Education. 
Students have opportunities to access programmes such 
as the Student achievement awards, CSI Camp, Xperience 
UCC, Easter School, science and maths revision classes, 
use of study facilities in UCC, Graffiti Drama, TRIZ, and 
grinds.

The CIT Linked Programme provides programmes such as 
Campus visits/CIT school visit, Maths and Science Revi-
sion days, Study skills workshops for Leaving Cert stu-
dents, Parents workshops/information sessions for parents, 
Science for life programme, Graffiti Drama workshops and 
Lifelong Learning Festival. 

During the year all senior cycle students at-
tended Open Days in CIT, UCC, Colaiste Stiofan 
Naofa and St Johns Central College. BCS works 
very closely with the colleges of Further Educa-
tion in Cork City (Cork College of Commerce, 
Colaiste Stoifain Naofa and St. Johns Central 
College) 

This year BCS Guidance and Counselling De-
partment and CIT Access Office introduced two 
new career initiatives for BCS. ‘My first day in 
college’ is an initiative involving first year stu-
dents during their induction programme in the 

first term. In October all First year 
students attended an afternoon in CIT 
where they met Louise O Callaghan 
and Lorcan O’Loughlin from CIT 
Access office. After a short presenta-
tion students were given a tour of 
the campus. Students were privileged 
to visit the Munster Rugby Training 
Gym. Munster Fitness Coach spoke 
to the students about realizing their 
potential and achieving their goals. 
The second new careers initiative 
was a ‘5th Year Careers Field Trip’. In 
April all 5th year students attended 
either UCC Open Day or CIT Life-
long Learning Festival to experience 
and research the career area they were 
interested in. In the afternoon stu-
dents attended a group review session 
in Bishopstown Library where they 
were met by Denise Hourihan who 
gave a presentation on’ Preparing for 
the Leaving Cert Year’.  This was fol-
lowed by a tour of the library and it’s 
facilities. The ‘5th Year Careers Field 
Trip’ was a remarkable success and an 
excellent learning experience for the 
students. 

Beauty Aihie 5th Year, Deirdre Creedon Access Office CIT, Alicja Jedrzejczyk, Alicia Quinn

Fifth Year students visit the Library

Members of the 
Student Council 

2014
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D E A F  FAC I L I T Y  N E W S
This year was a very busy year for the Deaf Facility. Cur-
rently, there are 20 Deaf and hard of hearing students in 
BCS. We are the only mainstream school in Ireland that 
provides a Deaf Facility to Second Level Deaf Students. 
“Yes We Can” Workshop
On the 17th September a workshop was held by 
Frankie Berry of the Catholic Institute for Deaf 
People (CIDP). The workshop focused on devel-
oping self-awareness, managing stress, decision 
making and responsibility through role play.

U C C  D A R E  TA L K
On the 16th of October, the Deaf Facility Coordinator 
Ms.Herlihy welcomed Darrelle Keegan of University Col-
lege Cork (UCC) to give a talk to 6th year Deaf students. 
Darrelle highlighted the importance of the Disability Ac-
cess Route to Education (DARE) scheme. She outlined the 
process of filling out the DARE application form and gave 
each student information packs. 

D E A F  FAC I L I T Y IRISH SIGN LANGUAGE AWARE-
NESS DAY
On the 29th of November BCS held its 
first Irish Sign Language Day. It was 
a whole school effort to raise aware-
ness of Irish Sign Language (ISL). The 
First year students have a timetabled 
class of Irish Sign Language each week 
and their skills were put to the test 
and prizes given to the most profi-
cient signers. Jay Rall, Mircea Adam, 
Aoibheann Devlin and Lydia O’Maho-
ny created Irish Sign Language Signs 
to be mounted on all the classroom 
doors. A double cookery class was 
held whereby all TY students had 
to wear earplugs and use sign only. 
Prizes were given to Elysia Flynn and 
Ernesto Gregori  for their best signing 
effort. During the lunch time breaks, 
all the Deaf students were involved 
in promoting the use of ISL. It was a 

fantastic way to promote ISL and Deaf 
Awareness in BCS.

DEAF VILLAGE IRELAND
Students travelled to Dublin to visit 
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Laura Fitzgerald- Reflections of a Deaf Student in 
Leaving Certificate
My name is Laura Fitzgerald, I live in Ballyvolane and 
I am sitting my Leaving Certificate in June.  Fortunate-
ly, there is a wide variety of subjects available in BCS. 
I was able to choose what subjects I like and am best 
at. I am hoping to do a course like Occupational Ther-
apy or Physiology because I want to go deeper in that 
subject.  I moved to BCS in 2011 and that has helped 
my confidence in making new friends, so hopefully 
when I go to college, I will be able to make new friends 
faster. Also, the teachers in BCS organised group trips 
to college open days to show what options are out 
there for us. I had a very 
enjoyable three years 
in BCS. In TY, we had 
activities such as paint-
balling and a school trip 
to Barcelona. The teach-
ers are very helpful and 
supportive. My favourite 
memory was the school 
trip to Barcelona because I felt that everyone got to 
know each other better and we did many activities such 
as shopping and going to Port Aventura.

Deaf Village Ireland (DVI) on the 
10th of April. They were provided 
with a guided tour of the DVI where 
they visited many different organisa-
tions based there. In the afternoon, 
students were given a guided tour of 
the Deaf Heritage Museum by Fergus 
Dunne. 

C O R K  D E A F  A S S O C I A -
T I O N
Susan O’ Callaghan, Advocacy Of-
ficer from the Cork Deaf Association 
(CDA) has worked with all Deaf year 
groups since September. She works 
with the Deaf students every Thurs-
day focusing on life skills and has 
enriched the education of the Deaf in 
BCS. It is hoped that a specific youth 
programme for Deaf students will 
be developed and introduced for the 
2014/2015 academic year.

Over the last year the Deaf Facility has 
seen many presenters and visitors to 
the Facility and are proud to establish 
connections with local, national and 
international organisations. We look 
forward to continuing these connec-
tions in the coming years. 

“The Deaf Unit in BCS has proved to 
be an outstanding asset to students and 
teachers alike. Seeing how inclusive the 
school makes learning to Deaf or hard 
of hearing students is inspirational to 
see”- Robert O’Mahony (Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education Teacher)
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I N T E R N AT I O N A L 
S T U D E N T S
R E F L E C T I O N S  F R O M  A N 
I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U -
D E N T  I N  B C S
My name is Ayuka Morosowa. I’m 
16 years old and I come from Japan. 
I chose to come to Ireland because 
I really liked the people and nature 
which I saw when I visited here with 
my family. I picked Bishopstown 
Community School. There are many 
nationalities in the school and that is 
one of the things I like about it. In my 

TY class there are 11 different nation-
alities, I think it is good to know dif-
ferent cultures and people. There are 
Irish Sign Language classes so I’ve 
studied it for the first time. I really 
like it. There are some deaf students 
in the school and we sometimes have 
classes together and I can commu-
nicate with them in sign language. It 
isn’t so hard and I think this is val-
uable experience, it is important to 
understand each other.

C O R K  R E B E L W E E K
“The course of life reminds me of a long journey I took 
by railway. Suddenly there was a breakdown ahead and 
passengers took the event in various ways. Some of them 
sat still resignedly and never said a word. Others went to 
sleep. Some of us leaped out of that train and ran ahead to 
clear the road of all obstructions”           Michael Collins

On Wednesday October the 16th 2014, Third year students 
visited Collins Barracks to celebrate Cork Independence 
Day on the birthday of Michael Collins. They were ac-
companied by their teachers Ms.Milner and Ms.Moynihan. 
Students were invited to learn  more about Cork’s most fa-
mous military hero. Cork Independence Day celebrations 
included a guard ceremony and a military pipe band. Stu-
dents had the privilege to meet the Lord Mayor of Cork, 
Catherine Clancy and they enjoyed seeing military equip-
ment on display and armoured vehicles, including Slieve 
na Mban the car in which Collins was fatally wounded in 
1922.

H I S TO R Y
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BCS STUDENTS CONQUER GALTEE 
MOR.
In October, five Leaving Certificate 
students from Bishopstown Community 
School braved the dizzying heights of 
Galtee Mor. This challenge was organised 
as a reward for a number of the students 
who have been participating with the 
School Completion Programme (SCP). 
The weather conditions on the day were 
less than favourable. Heavy rain, fog and 
strong winds came dangerously close to 
cancelling the hike altogether, but this 
adverse weather did not win out. Owen 
Ryan, Stephen O Connell and Stephen 
Cotter came into their own, keeping the 
groups’ spirits and morale high through-
out. Eric Bell and Sean Barrett were 
crucial team members helping group mem-
bers who had ventured into a bog to free 
themselves and also in keeping the group 
together amid testing conditions at the 
summit. The Bishopstown students were 
joined by seven students from Deerpark 

The religion department was sad to lose Catherine Doolan to 
retirement. We wish her all the  best in her furture endavours.

BCS would like to welcome Edwina Godstein as chaplain and 
we look forward to the great work that lies ahead. 

H I L LWA L K R E L I G I O N

Transition Year students participating in a Development Education Workshop delivered by Trócaire.

First Year Students Hannah 
McCarthy and Ciara Power 

winners of the poster compe-
tition on the work of Local, 
national and international 

organisations as part of their 
religion programme.

CBS as well as leaders Katie Burns, Dave Walsh, Jim 
Harrington (Guide) and Mick Finn. A quick lunch at the 
top was followed by a well paced descent to avoid any 
further exposure to the elements. SCP Co-Coordinator 
Katie Burns said: “The lads did really well considering 
the conditions at the summit were terrible. Everyone 
worked really well together to ensure that all participants 
descended safely. It was a great challenge for these senior 
students and ourselves.” The day was a huge success and, 
in terms of rewarding students, was fully deserved. 
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FIELD TRIP
On the 27th of March, Sixth year 
Geography students participated in a 
field trip to Garrestown Beach as part 
of their Leaving Certificate Geogra-
phy Course. Students had to examine 
how transportation and deposition 
occurs in a coastal environment. Two 
weeks prior to this trip, students were 
taught how to evaluate these process-
es. Students were also taught how to 
use the appropriate instruments and 
materials that were used on the day.

N E W  W E AT H E R  S TAT I O N  F O R  T H E 
G E O G R A P H Y D E PA RT M E N T
The Junior Cert School Programme awarded funding to 
the Geography Department. As a result the Department 
was able to purchase equipment in order to develop an 
onsite Weather Station. This Weather Station will give 
students the opportunity to monitor and record data.

G E O G R A P H Y

Geography Fieldtrip to Garrettstown Beach

New Weather Station

Students doing beach analysis work on the field trip.
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ETHIOPIAN DEAF PROJECT and BCS work 
together

On the 21st of November two teachers from 
Bishopstown Community School, Ms Dowling 
and Ms. McDonnell travelled to Ethiopia with 
‘The Ethiopia Deaf Project’ and vLM to visit 
a newly established School for Deaf Children 
in Ambo, a large town located about 125 km 
outside the capital city Addis Ababa. During the 
visit they participated in a number of workshops 
with the Deaf Students looking at issues such 

as Deaf 
Aware-
ness and vocational 
Training. As well 
as participating 
in the workshops 
in Ambo, the two 
teachers took part in 
the Great Ethiopia 

Run in Addis Ababa on the 24th November. This is the 
biggest road race in Africa with up to 40,000 participants. 
Students at BCS have been actively involved in raising 
funds and supporting their peers in Ambo. Students or-
ganized a cake sale, collected clothes and educational 
resources to be brought to the classrooms of Ambo. On 
the 8th of December BCS students went to Ballyphehane 

E T H I O P I A  P R O J E C T

Community Centre ‘Sing & Sign’ at 
the Annual Christmas Fair organized 
by The Ethiopia Deaf Project to raise 
much needed funds for the school in 
Ambo. 
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R O C K E T 
L A U N C H

MAY 2014



OPEN NIGHT

Thursday, 18th September, 2014
6.30 p.m.

We extend a warm welcome to parents and 
students of 4th, 5th and 6th class.

B I S H O P S TO W N  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L
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