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Welcome to the Bishopstown Community School 2015 
Newsletter.  This newsletter serves to reflect on the past 
school year and presents a snapshot of the nature and 
energy that is core to Bishopstown Community School.

This school year has seen significant strides in the overall 
growth of the school and there is a lot to celebrate as a 
consequence of wins in the BT Young Scientist Competi-
tion, European Mathematics Olympiad and the Irish Junior    
Mathematics Competition.  Our Transition Year students  
have also been highly successful with many wins through-
out the year in the Mini-Company Competition, Young 
Social Innovators Competition and Junk Kouture to mention 
a few.  Extra-curricular activity continues to grow and we 
currently have teams of girls and boys engaged in Gaelic 
football, soccer, athletics, spike ball and many other sports.

I would like to thank you, the parents of our students, for 
your support in our efforts to provide the best possible 
educational opportunities for your children.  We set high 
standards and always strive for the best possible attainment 
for your sons and daughters.

We are very proud of our students’ successes in so many 
areas throughout the year and each of them served as 
excellent ambassadors for the school.  I would like to thank 
our staff for their creativity, dedication and unfaltering      
enthusiasm in all aspects of school life.  I hope you will enjoy 
reading this 2015 edition.  As a reader, you can get a flavour 
of the commitment of students and staff to the teaching 
and learning process, engagement in interesting initiatives 
and extra-curricular activities that are conducted here in 
Bishopstown Community School.

JOHN FARRELL

Principal 
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Third Years take a well earned break with a walk in Killarney National Park
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Students work on tessellations

M AT H S  &  N U M E R AC Y
MATHS CIRCLES 
Maths Circles is an after school club for all First 
Years.  It is a joint project between University 
College Cork and Bishopstown Community 
School.  This initiative involved students and 
their maths teachers meeting after school and 
solving maths problems and puzzles.  These 
challenges developed their thinking and logic to 
generate solutions.  The students really enjoyed 
themselves and found huge benefit in the 
classroom to the delight of their maths teachers.  
Maths Circles will continue for many years to 
come, further enhancing our link with UCC.

IRISH JUNIOR MATHS COMPETITION
Alexander Mc Keating, a First Year student, has 
proceeded to the final of the Irish Junior Maths 
Competition.  This is an excellent achievement 
for a First Year Student.  The Maths Department 
in Bishopstown Community School is extremely 
proud of your success.

MATHS OLYMPIAD COMPETITION
Anna Mustata secured the silver medal prize in 
the 4th Maths Olympiad Competition held in 
Belarus in April.  Anna is a Third Year student 
in Bishopstown Community School.  She was 
selected as part of a four girl team to represent 
Ireland in the contest.  The Maths Competition 
consisted of two days of exams.  Exams were 
on a team basis with scores also being given 
individually.  The prize for the top scoring 
country went to the Ukraine.  Anna was awarded 
an individual silver medal.  Congratulations from 
all in Bishopstown Community School.

MATHS WEEK  

Bishopstown Community School organised a 
number of activities during Maths Week which 
was held from the 11th to the 19th of October.  

Ms. Twomey’s Fifth Year class were invited to an 
event in UCC titled “Maths and Rhythm”.  This 
was an exciting and thought provoking workshop 
run by Dr. Paco Gomez, from the University 
Polytechniq de Madrid.  Dr. Gomez showed 
students how the beat to songs are mathematically 
linked through the use of sequences.  The 
workshop was very interactive and gave students 
the experience of being a student in UCC for a 
day.

TESSELLATION
A tessellation is a pattern of shapes that fit 
together.  M. C. Escher is famously known for his 
outstanding tessellations.  As part of Maths Week, 
our students decided to go about making their 
own tessellations.  This activity is excellent for 
developing students’ visualisation skills.

PEER TEACHING PROGRAMME

Seven Transition Year students took part in a 
“peer teaching” programme for a week 
in March 2015.  Their goal was to teach the 
“constructions” element of the Maths syllabus 
to First Year students.  TY students worked in 
teams of two along with their teacher to develop 
innovative methodologies to teach First Years.  
This was a real challenge for these students 
but as the week proceeded, they became both 
comfortable and confident in their interactions 
with their peers.
‘I was amazed at how much I learned from 
having to plan and deliver a class to our students.’ 
Saulius Ziurnia.
‘I found the whole experience really daunting at 
first but I found that the more prepared I was, the 
more confident I became.’ Maria Sanchez.
‘The job of teaching is a hard but enjoyable one.’ 
Aleksandra Jedrzejczyk.
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BT Young Scientist Competition, Anna, Jason and Ms.McDonell

S C I E N C E
BT YOUNG SCIENTIST 
COMPETITION
Third Year students, Anna Mustata and 
Jason Lenihan secured 2nd place at this 
year’s BT Young Scientist Competition 
for their work on ‘Structural Symmetry in 
Projective Geometry’.  Their win was in 

the Intermediate Section of the Chemical, 
Physical and Mathematical Sciences.  
Their project looked at properties of 
symmetry and the effect that breaking 
those symmetries has on a geometric 
configuration.
This year 1,200 students participated with 
550 projects.  The sheer volume of entries 
further highlights the significance of their 
achievement.

LOOKING BACK ON THE BT YOUNG 
SCIENTIST COMPETITION

This year we entered a project into the 
BT Young Scientist Competition called 
‘Structural Symmetry in Projective 
Geometry’.  After a good experience at 
this competition last year, we wanted to 
enter again.  We started planning before 
the summer holidays so we would have 
the time to fully develop the project.  We 
got a lot of help and support both at school 
and at home from our parents and our 
teachers, especially our Science teacher, 
Ms. McDonnell.  We were thrilled when 
we got accepted again to go to Dublin, as 

our project had reached the national finals.
We stayed in Dublin for three days to 
present our project to the judges and to 
the general public.  It was great to see the 
reactions of both the judges and the public 
to our project.  We were asked a lot of 

questions and many people seemed really 
interested and engaged in what we had 
done.  Apart from the project, there was 
also a lot to do in the RDS.  There was an 
opening ceremony with some music acts, 
many science shows, exhibitions, quizzes 
and a disco at night time.  One of the 
great aspects of the experience is making 
new friends and getting to see the other 
projects.  We look forward to going again 

next year.
By Anna 
Mustata and 
Jason Lenihan
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DEBATING SCIENCE ISSUES
Bishopstown Community School 
participated in the Debating Science 
Issues.  It is a dynamic debating 
competition which invites young people to 

engage in debate on the cultural, societal 
and ethical implications of advances 
in biomedical science.  Bishopstown 
Community School were victorious in 
the first three rounds.  On the 27th of 
March, three students from BCS took 
part in the final.  The Debate Motion was 
that ‘Nanotechnology has significantly 
contributed to our well-being and 
environmental sustainability’.  BCS 
narrowly lost out by two points to 
an excellent team from Clonakilty 
Community College.  We wish them all 
the best in the All-Ireland Finals which 
will be taking place in the Royal College 
of Surgeons in Ireland this summer.

Debating: Ben, Gordon and Rebecca

Debating: Ms. Beresford, Gordon, Rebecca, Jans, Ben, Cian, Ronan, Noel, 
Karl, Christopher, Raqueeb and Ms. McDonnell
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First Year Group at this years Make a Book Exhibition

E N G L I S H  &  L I T E R AC Y
LITERACY
Bishopstown Community School encourages 
reading for all our students.  Students of BCS 
participated in various initiatives such as 
Drop Everything and Read (D.E.A.R) and the 
Accelerated Reader Programme.
D.E.A.R is a reading initiative which encourages 
students to take time out and read for one class 
period per day across one week in February.  It is 
a whole school initiative with all students and staff 
taking part.  
Accelerated Reader is a programme that targets 
First Year students to improve their literacy levels.  
Books in our library have been colour coded to 
coincide with different reading abilities.  As well 

as colour coding, the books are also assigned 
points and a quiz number.  When a student has 
completed a book they can go online and take the 
quiz to test their comprehension and accumulate 
points across the year.  Students can see their 
progress throughout the year.

The upkeep of the Library shelves and the 
licence for the Accelerated Reader Programme is 
costly.  This year, an Easter Raffle was organised 
to help contribute towards the cost.  As it was 
approaching Mother’s Day, 1st prize was a treat 
filled hamper for the lucky mum.
Thank you to all who bought tickets and 
congratulations to Lauri MacDonald who won 1st 
prize.

BRAIN TRAINING WEEK
Bishopstown Community School held its Brain 
Training Week in January 2015.  Students had the 
opportunity to develop their numeracy skills in 
a Jumble Sale.  Second Year students priced and 
sold items to the 
students.  As with 
all January sales, 
discounts, 15% 
off and bargain 
baskets were to be 
found. 

A Rap Workshop 
was organised 
for a number 
of Second Year 
students.  Students 
were shown how 
their creative 
writing skills, rhyme and rhythm were vital in 
this industry.  Gary McCarthy of GMC Beats 
is a well-known artist, producing, writing and 
performing nationally.  GMC came to BCS and 
worked with students on writing, creating and 
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Lauri Macdonald 2nd Year winner of our Mother’s Day 
Raffle to raise money for BCS Library Funds.

recording their own songs.  Throughout the 
day they worked collaboratively to create a 
wonderful piece of work they titled “Soldier 
On”.  The students are very proud of their song 
and thoroughly enjoyed the day.
Across Brain Training Week, the tiled canteen 
floor was turned into a giant scrabble board.   
Students were divided into groups and put 
their dictionary and spelling skills into action 
to complete the game.
The First Year students also used the school 
grounds to solve clues in a Treasure Hunt 
organised as part of Brain Training Week.  
The students were very enthusiastic and spent 
the day questioning teachers around the school.   
Congratulations to Alex McKeating, Patrick Dima 
and Aileen Waldock who used their impressive 
problem-solving strategies throughout the event.
Throughout the week, students in all years 
were given the chance to take part in a series of 
Countdown Games.  This popular Channel 4 

gameshow tests players’ numeracy and literacy 
skills.  Audience members took on the roles of 
Susie Dent and Rachel Riley, making sure it was 
as exciting for spectators as it was for the players.  
The Third Year students raced to victory and won 
the series by six games to three. 

Brain Training Week was a huge success.  Students 
enjoyed the activities immensely but more 
importantly they developed their thinking and 
problem solving skills through these events.  We 
plan on making it an even bigger event next year.
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T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R  E V E N T S
NATIONAL FINALS
The Transition Year students qualified for two 
Mini-Company finals and  the final of the Young 
Social Innovators (YSI).  Their project is called 
‘Changes’.  It is a 30 day mental health challenge 
for young people.  Each day the young person 

takes on a simple 
challenge.  Each challenge 
teaches the person on 
how they can care of their 
own personal mental 
health.  The students 
won both the Junior 
Achievement Ireland 
Munster Final and the 
Local Enterprise Office 
Regional Final.  The 

students will represent BCS in Dublin at the finals 
of both these competitions.
Transition Year students also attended a ‘Speakout’ 
in Cork City Hall.  They had to impress a panel of 
judges onstage.  The judges were very impressed 
by the students as they have been shortlisted as 
one of the projects for YSI of the Year in Dublin.  
The students have worked tirelessly on this 
project and have received endorsements from 
the Department of Psychology CIT, Cork Sports 
Partnership and Vodafone Ireland who are also 
promoting the Changes booklet on their website.  
They also won €600 funding from YSI and 
Vodafone Ireland to help with the development of 
the booklet.

DOODLE FOR GOOGLE
Doodle for Google is a competition that gives 
students the opportunity to create a piece of 
art and design work with the possibility of it 
appearing as a banner on the google.ie search 

engine.  Transition Year student Niye Aihie, 
reached the finals of this competition held in 
Google Headquarters in Dublin.  The theme of 
this year’s 
competition 
was ‘My 
Perfect Day’.  
Niye’s doodle 
portrays her 
idea of a 
perfect day.  
Her aim was 
to show the 
comfort of 
home on a 
rainy day.  
Niye won a 
Chromebook 
for her entry.

MARK POLLACK VISITS BCS
Mark Pollack visited Bishopstown Community 
School in March to give an inspirational talk to 
our Sixth Year and Transition Year groups.  Mark 
spoke of his struggles and his triumphs in the face 
of extreme adversity.  He explained all about his 
campaign to find a cure for spinal injury and his 
enthusiasm had a profound effect on both staff 
and students.
Afterwards there was an opportunity to ask 
questions and to meet Mark.  Everyone who was 
lucky enough to be there on the day felt inspired.  
A special thanks to Mark Pierce, Bank of Ireland, 
Wilton, who made this day possible.
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Paula Jungmann modelling the dress.

FASHION SHOW
On the 23rd of October, BCS hosted an Autumn/
Winter Fashion Show.  The Event was organised 
by Transition Year students and raised money for 
the ISPCC and The Ethiopian Deaf Project.  Local 
businesses showed great support for the event 
and were happy to donate spot prizes and offer 
technical assistance.  Bishopstown Community 
School very much appreciated their support.

The show featured clothing lines from Miss 
Daisy Blue, Prime Time, Next, Buckley Dresses, 
Morleys, Welch Sports and Dunnes Stores.  Guests 
were greeted by a piano medley performed by TY 
Student Yuan Ting Low.  In between the clothing 
ranges, guests were entertained by music students 
Paula Jungman, Helena Bertran, Liam Harrington 
and Rebecca Cottrell.  First Year student Devon 
Hamilton, fresh from the Craig Tara International 
Dance championships, dazzled spectators with a 
hip hop and street dance performance.
Special guests on the night, as seen on the 
Saturday Night Show, were Katie Higgins and 
Sarah Bowles.  They did a fabulous job on the 
catwalk and were very popular on the night.  TY 
students performed Thriller by Michael Jackson 
which ended the show in a spectacular manner.

EDUCATION LEADERSHIP AWARD
This year BCS was nominated for the excellence in 
Education Leadership Award by IT@Cork.  BCS 
has been recognised as an outstanding leader in 
the area of IT education by this group.  This award 
is presented to schools who are outstanding in the 
delivery of IT education.  

JUNK KOUTURE
Junk Kouture is a national competition for 
second-level students.  It challenges teenagers to 

create high-end wearable fashion from everyday 
junk that would normally find its way into the 
bin.  Three of our TY students made a dress out 
of sandwich bags, Debenhams, Next and Brown 
Thomas shopping bags.  Fiona Murphy, Niye 
Aihie and Paula Jungmann were all involved in 
designing and making the dress.  Paula went on to 
model the dress in the finals.  The trio made it to 
the Regional Finals in the National Concert Hall, 
Limerick in March.  They then progressed on to 
become one of 80 teams out of almost 1,000 to 
reach the grand finals in the 3Arena, Dublin.
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T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R
SCHOOL TOUR
TY students travelled to Paris on this year’s school 
trip.  They spent three days enjoying the Parisian 
atmosphere and visiting the main cultural sites of 
Paris.  On the first day they visited sites such as 
the Obelisk, Jardin des Tuileries and l’Academie 
Royale de Musique.  That evening they walked to 
the Eiffel Tower and were amazed by the beauty of 
the structure at night time.  The following day, the 
group went to Disneyland and had an enjoyable 
time there.
On the third day the group visited Notre Dame 
Cathedral and The Louvre.  They then enjoyed 
some time wandering around the Champs Elysees 
in the afternoon.  That evening the students went 
on a Bateau-Mouche Cruise down the Seine.  It 
was a very enjoyable and relaxing way of seeing 
the main sites and monuments of Paris. That 
night the group went to visit the 210 meter high 
Montparnasse Tower.  The students took the 
fastest elevator in Europe to get to the top.  This 
was the highlight of the tour, as the view from the 
top was spectacular.
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Alicja’s Graduation Class 2015

L e a v i n g  C e r t i f i c a t e  S t u d e n t  Te s t i m o n i a l
Tell us a little bit about yourself:
My name is Alicja Jedrzejczyk.  I am originally 
from Poland but have been living in Ireland for 

the past six years.  
I am 19 years old 
and am currently 
preparing for my 
Leaving Certificate.  
I have been in 
Bishopstown 
Community School 
since First Year.   I 
am looking forward 
to the challenge of 
starting college.

After Bishopstown Community School what do you 
hope to do next?
I hope to get accepted into Early Years Education 
Degree course.  I’ve always loved working with 
children and I would like to have an opportunity 
to gain the knowledge essential to work with 
children aged 0-6 as a profession.  After six years 
in BCS I find that the support I received from 
the staff really helped me with all my college 
decisions.  The subject choices that will be of great 
use to me are Business Studies and English.

How has your time in BCS prepared you for the 
next step?
My time in BCS has prepared me in many ways 
but specifically in communicating and interacting 
with other students.  School events and charity 
events have pushed me to interact with people 
whom I normally would not communicate with, 
as well as supporting the community and school.  
I believe this will be of great benefit for my next 
step pursuing a career in Early Years Education.

What has been your experience of school life in 
BCS?
I have loved my experience here in BCS and this 
is highlighted by the fact that I now realise that I 
will really miss it.  I’ve made many friends here 
and I have learned a lot about myself.  I can really 
see how much I have matured since I have started 
BCS.  The facilities provided in BCS are very 
advanced, safe and suitable for all students.   The 
teachers here are great and show genuine care for 
all students.

What is your favourite memory of your time here 
in BCS?
My favourite memory in BCS was when two of 
my best friends joined the school in 5th year.  We 
didn’t know each other before hand but became 
good friends straight away.  Since that time I 
find school life easier as I have them every day to 
support me, which goes to show the great social 
and caring environment in BCS.
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Ian presenting his Irish Cap to fellow students in B.C.S.

S P O R T S
IAN MCCARTHY SPORTS 
PROFILE
Ian McCarthy, a Sixth Year student, 
achieved something many of us only dream 
of, Ian got the chance to represent his 
country.  Ian won his first Rugby Cap with 
the Irish U18 clubs team on the 21st of 
February 2015 against Italy.  Earlier on in 
the year Ian was selected for the Munster 
U18 Rugby clubs team.  He worked 
hard, playing in all three games of the 
Interpros.  It all paid off in January when 
he got the call from the Irish coaches.  He 
then went on to the Tri-Nations Competition in 
England, where the Irish overcame the French 
but narrowly missed out to the English team.  
Ian put everything into these games and did his 
club, school and family proud.  Ian graciously 
presented his first Cap to the school and we are 
very privileged and honoured to display it in our 

trophy cabinet in the main entrance hall of the 
school.
When did you start playing rugby?
I started playing rugby with the under 14’s team 
up in Highfield, which is still my club now. 

What position do you play?
I play tight head prop (number 3) and I am also in 
the front row of the scrum.
Who is your favourite player?
That is a very difficult question, but I’d have to say 
Sean O’Brien.

How often do you 
train?
Between the gym and 
rugby training on the 
pitch, I train six out of 
the seven days.
Who was the toughest 
team that you have 
played against?
It has to be against 
Italy. 
How did you get to 
where you are?
I watch my diet, I train 
hard and I am very 
determined.
What is your ultimate 
goal?
I would love to play for 
Ireland at senior level. 

Can you bring any of 
the skills that you have 
learnt on the pitch to 
school?

Of course, rugby has taught me that hard work 
really does pay off.  Determination is needed in 
the Leaving Certificate as well as on the rugby 
pitch.
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SPORTS DAY
Our annual Sports Day was a huge success this 
year.  As the students filed out onto the pitch in 
their teams, an air of anticipated fun could be felt.  
Students competed across the day in a variety of 
activities.  Activities included the obstacle course 

and the new dizzy races.  The 100m and 50m 
sprints demonstrated some amazing running 
abilities and resulted in some very tight races.  
The last race of the day brought forward one relay 
team from each year group and one from the 
teachers.  The First Years won the race this year, 
putting an end to the Fifth Years reign!
The last activity of the day was the Student vs 
Teacher basketball match.  Ms. Long did an 
excellent job as referee with the help of Ms. 
Sheehan as time keeper.  For the third year in a 
row the title was taken by the teachers but the 
player of the match had to go to a 
well-deserved Third Year student, 
Peter McKeown.  Peter really kept 
the students in the game with some 
fantastic baskets.  Unfortunately for 
the teachers the games are getting 
closer and closer, so next year will be a 
real tough battle.  Looking forward to 
it already!

GAELIC FOOTBALL
This year was the first year that 

Bishopstown Community School entered a 
Gaelic football team into the Under 16’s Category.  
Training began in September under the watchful 
eyes of Mr. Hickey and Ms. Twomey.  The effort 
and dedication was excellent and although the 
results of our games didn’t go our way this year, 
we know that Gaelic football will continue to 
grow in BCS in years to come.

ATHLETICS
First, Second and Third Year students competed 
in the South Munster Schools Cross-Country 

Event at CIT in January.  Poor weather conditions 
did not deter our competitors.  There were some 
very strong performances, most notably from 
Rebekah Grant in the Junior Girls 3km race 
and Sean Fouhy in the Minor Boys who gave 
a very strong finish to reach the podium and 
bring back some medals.  Training continued 
throughout the year on Thursdays after school 
with preparations moving focus to Track and 
Field Event Competitions which took place at 
the beginning of May.  With the strength of 
performances growing each year, we look forward 
to the athletics schools season beginning again 
after the summer break.
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G E O G R A P H Y  &  H I S TO R Y
SIXTH YEAR FIELD TRIP
Sixth Year Geography students had to complete 
a field trip to the Ballinora River as part of their 
Leaving Certificate Geography course in March.  
Students had to look at how transportation and 
deposition occurs in a river environment.  Two 

weeks prior to this trip, students were taught how 
to evaluate these processes.  Students were also 
taught how to use the appropriate instruments 
and materials that were used on the day.

COLLINS BARRACKS
As part of the Junior Certificate study of Irish 
Modern History, an annual field trip is organised 
to visit Cork’s historical museum, Collins 
Barracks.  It is also cross curricular with Civic, 
Social and Political Education (CSPE) as their 
civic duties are highlighted.  Students gained an 
insight into Irish peacekeeping and UN activities.  
Besides the numerous educational benefits, 
students can engage in a series of fun activities, 
from camouflage face painting to watching 
military parades.

STUDENT’S VIEW ON HISTORY
One of the best things about studying History is 
that you can get a chance to understand the past, 
present and the future.  The people of the past are 
those who came before us, and it is interesting 
to see how some of the thoughts, attitudes, and 
how they led their lives made the world we live in 
today the way it is.  History also teaches us not to 
repeat the mistakes of the past.  “The more you 
know about the past, the better prepared you are 
for the future” – Theodore Roosevelt.
History is a subject in which important skills are 
learned.  One example is research skills, which 
we learned and put into practice a lot during 
the course of Transition Year.  We were involved 
in interesting projects about different areas of 
history that we hadn’t known about before and it 
gave us a great chance to learn and appreciate the 
importance of history in our lives.

By Maeve McGovern



18 19

I R I S H
Bishopstown Community School’s Irish depart-
ment had a very successful year in promoting the 
Irish language through-out the school.  Students 
from First to Sixth Year engaged in activities 
across the academic year to promote the use of the 

Irish language.  TY students made a significant 
contribution in assisting with the school’s open 
night, the Irish Notice board and Seachtain na 
Gaeilge.

CÉILI
First, Second and Transition 
Year students took part in one of 
the biggest Céilí’s to date in the 
school for Seachtain na Gaeilge.  
Competition was intense as 
students gave it their all to get 
those ‘haon, dó, trí’s’.  Students 
also battled it out for the best 
year group to sing a song from 
the charts in ‘Comórtas na 
n-amhrán’.  A great week was 
had by all and students displayed 
great confidence and talent in 
both song and dance.  Is léir go 
bhfuil an teanga ag dul ó neart 
go neart!

The UCC Plus Homework Club is an outreach 
programme run by University College Cork in 
a variety of second level schools in Cork city. 
It was offered to the students of Bishopstown 
Community School preparing for their Junior 
Cert in 2015. 
More than thirty of our Junior Cert students 
participated in the Homework Club which 
began in January for a seven week period. Each 
Wednesday, UCC tutors from a wide variety of 
disciplines, worked with one or two students 
promoting good study skills and encouraging 
excellent homework. 
Students were able to have the opportunity of 
personal attention and detailed explanation of 
areas of homework with which they may have had 
difficulties. The outcome was very positive for 
students. 
They were rewarded with a visit to the UCC 
Mardyke Arena at the end of the programme. In 
late March, the thirty students were presented 
with their UCC Plus Certificates during a lovely 
ceremony held at the University and attended by 
parents. We are very grateful to Maeve Minihane 
of UCC Plus who co-ordinated this programme. 
We also appreciate the huge input by the sixteen 
tutors who volunteered to work with our students.

U C C  P L U S

Muintir na hidirbhliana ar turas chun na cathrach.
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E N G I N E E R I N G
YOUNG ENGINEER 2014 
COMPETITION
Past pupil John Doolan received top prize 
at the National Final of the Young Engineer 
2014 Competition, for his Leaving Certificate 
Engineering project.  This competition awards 
excellence and innovation in Leaving Certificate 

Engineering and John faced stiff competition 
from other schools around Cork City and County 
to advance to the National Final.  To reach the 
final, projects would have undergone rigorous 
scrutiny at local and regional level by judges 
ranging from Engineering Teachers, Professional 
Engineers, and other experts.
The brief given was to construct a “Model High 
Performance Truck”, in which pupils had to design 

their own truck. Students had to manufacture 
it from scratch and turn it into a functioning 
model.  Students had to adhere to the guidelines 

and restrictions set out by the State Examinations 
Commission.  Bishopstown Community School 
extends its congratulations to John in achieving 
this award.
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C O N S T R U C T I O N  S T U D I E S  A N D  W O O D W O R K
MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY WOOD
Materials Technology Wood is offered at junior 
cycle.  By choosing this subject you will get to 
design and make projects as well as learn about 
the theory section of the course.  Woodwork is 

assessed by a design, students make a project 
which is worth 66% and complete a written exam 
which is worth 33%.  Materials Technology Wood 
is a subject where students thrive and achieve 
their full potential.  Students enjoy the practical 
element of the subject and are also challenged by 
the design aspect of the course.

CONSTRUCTION STUDIES
Construction Studies is offered at senior cycle and 
is examined in three parts; theory exam, skills 
test and a project.  The skills test comprises of 
a four hour exam which examines the student’s 
ability to read a working drawing and to precisely 
manufacture the given artefact.  To complete 
this test, the student must correctly identify each 
piece and mark and process all of the joints and 
decorative features.  This element forms 20% of 

the marks.  The project forms 20% and similarly 
to the Junior Certificate, students must complete 
a folio and artefact.  The theory element of the 
course is worth 60% where the students learn 
about construction from the foundation to the 

roof.  Modern technologies like Passive design 
and solar panels also form part of the course.
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F R E N C H
At Bishopstown Community School, all junior 
cycle students study French.  The course prepares 
students in the four main language areas- 
listening, reading, writing and speaking.  Students 
learn about French lifestyle and culture.

French is quite a popular choice at senior cycle.  
We use the communicative teaching approach so 
that students are involved in real communication 
and it allows them to learn to use the language.

FRENCH BREAKFAST
Our annual French Breakfast took place in 
March during the French Film Festival.  All First 
Year students attended.  It began with a French 
Breakfast followed by the film ‘Le Petit Nicholas’ 
to mark the festival.

À Bishopstown Community School, tous les 
élèves qui étudient pour le Brevet, apprennent 
le français.  Les élèves apprennent à lire, écrire, 
écouter et parler le français.
Beaucoup d’élèves choisissent le français pour 
le Baccalauréat.  Nous communiquons avec les 
élèves en français, pour qu’ils soient impliqués 
dans une conversation réelle.  Ça leur permet 
aussi d’apprendre à utiliser la langue.
Tous les ans, nous préparons un petit déjeuner 
français.  Cette année,ça a eu lieu en mars pendant 
le festival de film français.  Tous les élèves en 
première année y ont participé.  Ça a commencé 
avec un petit déjeuner français, suivi par le film 
‘Le Petit Nicolas’, pour marquer la fête.
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D E A F  FAC I L I T Y
STUDENT SECURES 2nd PLACE 
IN THE INTERNATIONAL STREET 
DANCE COMPETITION
Devon Hamilton, a First Year student in BCS, 
secured 2nd place in the Craig Tara International 
Championships in Street Dance/Hip Hop.  Devon 

travelled to Scotland in October and participated 
in the three-day international event.  Devon was 
the youngest in his U16 category.  He fought off 
40 other competitors and was awarded 2nd place.  
This is an amazing achievement for any student 
but as Devon is Deaf it is even more noteworthy.  
Bishopstown Community School would like to 
congratulate Devon on this huge achievement.

IRISH SIGN LANGUAGE AWARENESS 
WEEK
Irish Sign Language (ISL) Awareness Week was 
held in Bishopstown Community School in 
November.  Various activities were planned for 

each year group and staff.  Activities included 
games in ISL, a treasure hunt, bingo in ISL and a 
quiz on the Ethiopian Deaf Project.
Students were encouraged to use earplugs to 
create Deaf Awareness.  Posters and leaflets were 
distributed though-out the school to teach new 
learners some basic signs and provide interesting 

facts about what it is like being Deaf.  The First 
Year students who have weekly classes in ISL, were 
finally put to the test in a Q&A game.  Prizes were 
presented to Rafael Plachetka, Jade Barrett and 
David O’Keefe for their signing skills.  It was a 
fantastic way to promote ISL and Deaf Awareness 
throughout the whole school.
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A R T S  A N D  C R A F T S
BCS CELEBRATES PAST PUPIL’S 
ARTISTIC SUCCESS

Congratulations to Conor Harrington on the 
recent sale of his painting ‘Dance with the Devil’ 
at Bonhams Auction House for €103,644.  It was 
clear in 2012 that Conor’s professional career was 
going well when his work featured on the cover 
of the March – May edition of the Irish Arts 
Review.  Conor was a past pupil of Bishopstown 
Community School from 1993 to 1998 and on 
completing his Leaving Certificate, he went on to 
study at Limerick College of Art and Design.
During his first solo exhibition in Tig Filí on 
MacCurtain Street Cork in 2004, he was invited 
to work with a group of Fifth Year Art students in 

BCS.  The resulting mural from this collaboration 
is proudly on display in the school today and all 

visitors to the school can still enjoy this piece of 
art work.
BCS would like 
to congratulate 
him on his 
professional 
success and wish 
him further great 
accomplishments 
in his future 
career.

Students visit the Crawford Gallery

Art Students work with members of th NCBI Association
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M U S I C  &  B C S  C H O I R
A festive choral evening was organised by 
the Adult Education Department of BCS in 
December.  Both young and old were treated 
to a selection of music from local choirs and 
solo performers as well as our very own school 
choir.  Students showed their dedication and 

commitment to the choir through-out the year.  
The concert raised €726.80 for the children’s ward 
in CUH.
The audience listened to a selection of seasonal 

tunes 
sung by both the 
BCS School Choir 
led by Ms. Long 
and Ms. O’Sullivan, 
followed by the TY 
Choir who did their 
performance of the 
Christmas Can Can 
Song led by Ms. 
Keating.
Bishopstown 
Community School 

also welcomed back 
our guest of honour 

and past pupil, Eimear O’ Sullivan who is an 
All-Ireland winning Cork Camogie player.

MUSIC TRIP TO DUBLIN
In October 2014, students from Second and 
Third Year Music attended the Music in the 
Classroom Concert held at the National Concert 
Hall Dublin. This event featured the National 
Concert Orchestra conducted by Gearoid Grant. 

Live performances greatly enhances the students’ 
appreciation of these works. It is a wonderful 
opportunity for music students to see and hear a 
professional orchestra performing. The students 
also visited Trinity College where they saw the 
Book of Kells and the Brian Boru Harp. Some 
students also visited a very interesting Art 
exhibition at the National Gallery.  It was a very 
cultural day out!

SESSION IN THE MUSIC ROOM
During a very busy Seachtain na Gaeilge, many 
students congregated in the Music Room at 
lunchtime to hear Irish Traditional Music 
performed by a variety of students. Justin and 
Aileen from First Year entertained the gathering 
by playing tunes on the tin whistle and concertina 
respectively.  Eibhlin from Second Year played 
some O’ Carolan planxties on the harp and then 
she played dance tunes on the traditional flute. 
Eibhlin’s younger siblings joined in and played 
more tunes on the banjo and fiddle much to the 
appreciation of the large gathering. 

Students and teachers presenting the cheque to the 
Children’s Unit in CUH.

Principal John Farrell with Eimear 
O’Sullivan
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G U I D A N C E  A N D  C O U N S E L L I N G
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LINKS
It has been busy year for the Guidance 
Counselling Department in Bishopstown 
Community School.  BCS has strong links with 
University College Cork, Cork 
Institute of Techology and the Cork 
City Colleges of Further Education.
Students have had opportunities 
to access programmes such as the 
Student Achievement Awards, CSI 
Camp, Xperience UCC, Easter 
School, Science and Maths revision 
classes, Science for life programme 
and the Lifelong Learning Festival.
During the year all senior cycle 
students attended Open Days in CIT, 
UCC, Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa, Cork 
College of Commerce and St. Johns 
Central College.

FIRST YEARS VISIT TO CIT
BCS has established a new programme with the 
CIT Access Office.  ‘My first day in college’ is an 
initiative that involves First Year students.  All 
First Year students attended an afternoon in CIT 
where they met Louise O’Callaghan and Lorcán 

O’Loughlin from the CIT Access Office.  After 
a short presentation students were given a tour 
of the campus.  Students met the staff of the 
Engineering Department and had a presentation 

from Lorcán on realizing their potential and 
achieving their goals.

BCS extends it’s congradulations to last year’s 
Leaving Certificate students who all successfully 
progressed to either a Third Level course, College 
of Further Education or employment.
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R E L I G I O U S  E D U C AT I O N
MAKE A BOOK EXHIBITION
All First Year Religion classes were involved in the 
‘Make a Book’ project (MAB).  ‘Our Community’ 
was the theme for this year.  The First Years 

produced three books, one of which was chosen 
to be part of an exhibition in UCC.  The students 
visited an exhibition in Cork City Hall where their 
books were displayed.  Some students were very 
fortunate to participate in a trip to University 
College Cork where their book was chosen to be 
part of an exhibition there.  At UCC, students 
were given a tour of the campus and met up with 
one of our past pupils who is currently studying 
Film and Media studies there.

RELIGION NEWS
The LCDP students had a busy year in Religion, 
commencing with conducting a survey in the 
school on the religious beliefs and practices of 
students.  Following on from this the students 
created a display in the school for World Religion 
Day.

Fifth Year students organised ‘Yellow Day’ and a 
cake sale in aid of the Irish Cancer Society and 
Marymount Hospice.
Friendship Week and Well-Being Week were 
other initiatives that Religion students were 
involved in during the school year.  
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OPEN NIGHT

Tuesday, 22nd September, 2015 
6.30 p.m.

We extend a warm welcome to parents and 
students of 4th, 5th and 6th class.

B I S H O P S TO W N  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L


